[Selective cyclooxygenase-2 (COX-2) inhibitors: importance and limitations].
The discovery of an inducible form of cyclooxygenase (COX-2) requires a refinement of the theory that inhibition of cyclooxygenase activity explains both therapeutic effects and side-effects of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs). Selective COX-2 inhibitors have demonstrated in clinical trials a significantly better gastrointestinal tolerability than classical NSAIDs, for the same anti-inflammatory activity. Their tolerability in patients with active ulcer or with a recent history of ulcer as well as in patients suffering from cardiovascular or renal diseases has still to be investigated in detail. Their therapeutic potential in several new indications, including pre-term labour, colorectal cancer and Alzheimer's disease, is currently being investigated.